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Rutgers University Senate 
Instruction, Curricula and Advising Committee 

 
Audio-Visual Recording of Lectures and Presentations 

 
Charge S-1105: Recording of Presentations: Examine Rutgers’ position, policies, and practices on 
recording in-class, seminar, online, and other presentations. Recommend guidelines for the 
responsibilities faculty have for controlling such recording (e.g., related statements in syllabi), and for 
students who want to record these presentations. Respond to Senate Executive Committee by October 
2011. 
 
While the ability to record classroom lectures has been available for decades, until fairly 
recently this was primarily a matter of students bringing tape recorders to class.  Students could 
then use the recording as an additional study aid, or as an alternative to taking notes. Now the 
technology exists for students to video tape a lecture on their personal digital recording and 
communication devices and potentially upload it to the internet. Recent advances in cloud 
computing (YouTube, Dropbox, Vimeo) make it easier than ever to upload and share audio and 
video online. Some colleges and universities have instituted formal programs of taping course 
lectures for coursecasting, even in instances where the instructors did not agree or want to be 
videotaped.1 Many faculty have concerns2 relating to intellectual property rights, copyright3, 
and privacy; some are also concerned about potentially embarrassing video clips appearing on 
YouTube. Some on the other hand see this as an opportunity for information sharing, 
information commons, and networked learning. 
 
There are also concerns about recordings potentially being uploaded to sites such as Course 
Hero (http://coursehero.com). Touted as “the largest collection of study materials online,” 
Course Hero is a fee-based site comprised of student-contributed materials including study 
guides, exams, lecture notes, syllabi, and video lectures. Students joining the site are expected 
to contribute course materials; sufficient contributions result in reduced fees. Currently there 
are some 37,000 Rutgers course related items on the site. (See Appendix A). Print makes up the 
majority of Course Hero items, however there are video lectures available and certainly the 
possibility of more being added. Clearly a large percentage of the materials available here are 
the intellectual property of individual faculty members and such public distribution is a violation 
of copyright.4 

                                                            
1 Cochrane, Mary. “Senate Discusses Videotaping in Classroom,” UB Reporter, November 16, 2006.  
(http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/archives/vol38/vol38n12/articles/FSEC.html) 
2 Young, Jeffrey R. "More Professors Could Share Lectures Online. But Should They?." Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 7, 2010. (http://chronicle.com/article/College-20-More-Professors/64521/) 
3 "Are Lectures Given at a Public University Copyright Protected?" (http://www.avvo.com/legal-answers/are-
lectures-given-at-a-public-university-copyrigh-209992.html) 
4 Rutgers University Copyright Policy states that “Faculty, teaching assistants, and graduate assistants also own 
copyright to pedagogical materials, including materials in electronic format or posted to a website, that they 
develop in the regular course of their teaching duties using resources ordinarily available to all or most faculty 
members (as described in the section of this policy concerning Use of Substantial University Resources).“ 
(http://policies.rutgers.edu/PDF/Section50/50.3.7-current.pdf) The Committee is indebted to Janice Pilch, the 

http://coursehero.com/
http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/archives/vol38/vol38n12/articles/FSEC.html
http://chronicle.com/article/College-20-More-Professors/64521/
http://www.avvo.com/legal-answers/are-lectures-given-at-a-public-university-copyrigh-209992.html
http://www.avvo.com/legal-answers/are-lectures-given-at-a-public-university-copyrigh-209992.html
http://policies.rutgers.edu/PDF/Section50/50.3.7-current.pdf
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Materials used in a classroom or online presentation (video, graphic, photograph, etc.) may also 
have their own copyright which may be violated by being recorded and distributed. Sect 110.1 
of the U.S. Copyright Law <http://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.pdf> allows faculty to 
show almost anything in a face to face classroom; Sect 110.2, which governs the hybrid or 
online environment, while much more restrictive, allows for the use of most materials provided 
that a number of conditions are met. While presentations and displays are generally allowed 
when reproduced in the classroom, copyright law does not extend this privilege to second-level 
reproductions. Students redistributing such materials outside the class environment are 
generally unaware that they may be held liable for copyright infringement.  While the student 
would be directly liable, the faculty member who allowed taping while knowing the there was a 
possibility that the recording could be posted publicly could also be liable for contributory 
infringement.  
 
There are also issues, both pedagogical and legal, with the audio/video recording of students in 
a classroom. Most instructors look to engage with students in the classroom; classes in which 
the instructor lectures for the entire period without an opportunity for students to interject 
questions or comments, or ask for students responses, are the minority. For some students, the 
knowledge that they are being taped may have a chilling effect on their willingness to ask 
questions or participate in discussions. 
 
However any redistribution of a recording that includes student participants may also invoke 
serious privacy concerns—students need to have given written permission to appear in the 
recording.  
 
Rutgers University does not currently have a general policy on the recording of lectures and 
class presentations. The only exception applies to students who have been granted specific 
accommodations by the Office of Disability Services; they may use a digital recorder to tape 
course lectures, presentations and discussions after presenting a Letter of Accommodation to 
the instructor.5 Some departments, New Brunswick Computer Science for example, routinely 
record lectures and make them available to students in that course.6 Some instructors 
specifically forbid any kind of recording of their classes; some require students receive written 
permission to record; some explicitly allow students to record. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                
Copyright and Licensing Librarian at the Rutgers University Libraries, who provided much of the information on 
copyright and copyright-related issues. 
 
5 Instructors still have the right to indicate that portions of classroom discussion—which may be of a particularly 
sensitive nature—not be recorded by electronic devices or by taking notes. 
6 Only the lecture portion of the class is recorded. 

http://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.pdf
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A number of academic institutions have adopted formal policies regarding the recording of 
classroom lectures.7 In other cases, decisions regarding such recording rest solely with 
individual faculty who usually indicate their policy in their syllabus or course site.  
 
While the Committee concurs that ultimately this should indeed be a matter of faculty 
prerogative, this prerogative should reside within the framework of University policy.  In light of 
the potential legal issues involved, most of us also believe that offering blanket permission to 
record in a course is not in the best interest of either the faculty member or the students. 
Faculty should be conscious of their legal rights and risks. For their own protection, faculty 
using a permission form to grant permission to individual students to record in a course should 
retain a copy of that form (see Appendix C for sample form) in their own records.  
 
Therefore we recommend the following be adopted: 
 
Recommendations: 
 

A. Student Recording 

1. The University should prohibit the audio-visual recording, transmission, or 
distribution of classroom lectures and discussions unless expressed written 
permission (on syllabi, course sites, or by signed form, for example) from the class 
instructor has been obtained and all students in the class as well as guest speakers 
have been informed that audio/video recording may occur. 

2. When granting permission for a student to record class lectures or discussions, 
instructors should be mindful of—and convey to the student requesting 
permission—issues relating to student privacy and the possible chilling effect on 
class participation on the part of some students as a result of being recorded.  

3. Any recording of lectures or class presentations should be authorized solely for the 
purpose of individual or group study with other students enrolled in the same class. 
Such recording may not be reproduced or uploaded to publicly accessible web 
environments. 

4. Recordings of classes or of course materials may not be exchanged or distributed for 
commercial purposes, for compensation, or for any other purpose other than study 
by students enrolled in the class. 

5. Violation of this policy may subject a student to disciplinary action under the 
University’s Code of Student Conduct. 

6. Instructors should indicate their policy regarding the recording of classroom lectures 
and discussions on their syllabi or course sites. 

                                                            
7 See, for example, the recent policy from the University of Virginia: 
https://policy.itc.virginia.edu/policy/policydisplay?id=PROV-016; and the very basic policy at Washington and Lee 
University: http://www.wlu.edu/x55214.xml 
 
 

https://policy.itc.virginia.edu/policy/policydisplay?id=PROV-016
http://www.wlu.edu/x55214.xml
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7. Information on copyright and the potential consequences of distributing copyrighted 
materials should be provided during Orientation. 

8. Instructors should retain copies of any permission forms that they have granted. 

B. Faculty Recording 

1. Instructors may record, or have recorded, their own classes for their personal use or 
for the purpose of exchange with colleagues, e.g., for the purpose of developing or 
demonstrating pedagogical skills. In such cases all students in the class should be 
informed that audio/video recording may occur. 

2. Instructors may make audio and video recordings of student classroom 
presentations for instructional purposes related to a course. The intent to record 
should be indicated on the course syllabus or course site. The recordings may not be 
shown or distributed to any other individual or group without the written 
permission of the students being recorded. 

3. Instructors may record their own lectures and post or distribute those for use by 
their students or the general academic community. If done within a class setting, 
recording should be limited to the lecture portion of the class. 

 
 
 
Instruction, Curricula, and Advising Committee: 
Borisovets, Natalie, Libraries (F), Chair - Executive Committee Liaison 
Beachem, Michael, Alumni Association 
Bhanot, Gyan, SAS-NB (F) 
Dugue, Dorothy, CCAS (S) 
Hoffman, Tyler, Associate Dean, CCAS (A) 
Hwang, Minru, Engineering (S) 
Hyndman, Arnold, SAS-NB (F) 
Jerome-D'Emilia, Bonnie, CCAS (F) 
Kenfield, John, SAS-NB (F) 
Lynch, John, NCAS (F) 
Mazurek, Monica, Engineering (F) 
Pavlovic, Vladimir, SAS-NB (F) 
Pirrello, Helen, NB Staff 
Roth, Heinz, SAS-NB (F) 
Saito, Satoru, SAS-NB (F) 
Schorr, Roberta, FAS-N (F) 
Shapiro, Joel, At-Large NB (F) 
Sheflin, Neil, SAS-NB (F) 
Smith, David, SAS-NB (F) 
Spasojevic, Predrag, Engineering (F) 
Spellmeyer, Kurt, SAS-NB (F) 
Stauffer, George, MGSA Dean (A) 
Trammell, Aaron, GS-NB (S) 
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Tu, Ching-I, SAS-NB (F) 
Zaki, Mark, UC-C (F) 
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Appendix A:  Some Rutgers Course Materials at Course Hero 
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Appendix B 

 

SAMPLE POLICY STATEMENTS FOR SYLLABI OR CLASS SITES 

 

Audio/Video Recording 

Students may not use audio or video devices to record classroom lectures or discussions.  

 

Students with special needs who wish to use recording devices must present a signed Letter of 

Accommodation from the Office of Disability Services. See: How Do I Request 

Accommodations? < http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/request.html> 

 

Students found in violation of this policy may be subject to disciplinary action under the 

University’s Code of Student Conduct. 

 

 

Audio/Video Recording 

Students wishing to use audio or video devices to record classroom lectures or discussions must 

obtain written permission from the instructor.  

Such recordings are to be used solely for the purposes of individual or group study with other 

students enrolled in this class. They may not be reproduced, shared with those not in the class, or 

uploaded to publicly accessible web environments. 

Students found in violation of this policy may be subject to disciplinary action under the 

University’s Code of Student Conduct. 

http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/request.html
http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/request.html
http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/request.html
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Appendix C 

 

Permission to Record Class Lectures 
 

 

_______________________________________ is permitted to record lectures for 
 
Course Title:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Course Number: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Instructor:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Semester:  Fall___ Spring___  Summer___  Winter___     20___ 
 
 
I understand that lectures and course materials, including power point presentations, tests, 
outlines, and similar materials, are protected by copyright law. 
 
I will not use the recordings for any purpose other than my individual learning in a private or 
collaborate format, and will not share them with, or distribute them to, anyone outside the 
course. 
 
I understand that violation of the above policy may result in both legal sanctions for violations 
of copyright law, and may subject me to University disciplinary action under the Code of 
Student Conduct. 
 
 
Student Signature_________________________________________  Date_________________ 
 
Instructor Signature_______________________________________   Date_________________ 
 
Copies: Student 
 Instructor  
 

 

 


