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Campus Sexual Violence
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Campus Climate Surveys
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VOCA Grant Project Goals

Goal One: Enhance the services 
and programs on each campus

Goal Two: Continue to develop a 
cohesive University wide response 

Accomplished through expansion of direct services, training, and education. 
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Rutgers model

• Moving beyond compliance and employing 
institutional courage

• Whole school approach- everyone has a role to play 
in creating positive, welcoming climate

• Services and responses are integrated and 
coordinated

• Efforts are based on research evidence
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Goal One

Enhance the 
services and 
programs on 
each Rutgers 

campus

. 
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Direct Services

Offices of Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance (VPVA) 
have been established on all four Rutgers University campuses

Providing crisis intervention, counseling, advocacy, court 
accompaniment, training, education, and prevention

A total of 445 clients were seen since the inception of the 
grant (October 2017-August 2019)



Center on Violence Against Women and Children

38%

29%

16%

14%

12%

8%

6%

5%

2%

1%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Adult Sexual Assault

Domestic and/or Family Violence

Adult Physical Assault

Stalking/Harassment

Child Sexual Abuse/Assault

Adults Sexually Abused as Children

Teen Dating Victimization

Bullying

Child Physical Abuse or Neglect

Human Trafficking

Victimization type for VPVA clients



Center on Violence Against Women and Children

72.10%

15.10%

11.40%

1.40%

Services Provided to Clients

Emotional Support or Safety Services

Personal Advocacy/Accompaniment

Information and Referral

Criminal Civil Justice Assistance



Center on Violence Against Women and ChildrenCenter on Violence Against Women and Children

Impact of Victim Services

“ Just the fact that they [VPVA] were so helpful to me, and they 
helped me to be, to feel so powerful and to feel like I had the 
ability to do something about this and, like help me through 
this process.”

“VPVA services has helped me to overcome some of the anxiety 
I've had from traumatic experiences and focus on healing, and 
turning what made me feel insecure about my experiences into 
strengths. Counseling helps me to cope and I know I have a safe 
resource to utilize when needed.”
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Training and Education
Over 2,400 participants have 
received training and 
education since the 
inception of the grant and 
have participated in over 130 
programs. 
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Goal Two

Develop a 
cohesive 

university-
wide 

response

. 
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University-Wide Efforts
• Advisory Board
• Website
• Communication from senior 

leadership
• We R Here Campaign
• Crime Victim Rights 

Awareness events
• Public Service 

announcements
• Video for faculty & staff
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Evaluation

• Using multiple data points to create a “data 
ecosystem” 
• Providing real-time evaluation data that is used to 

inform programming
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Sharing our Rutgers Model

• Statewide Higher 
Education Plan Working 
Group
• Local & National 

Conferences
• Webinars and 

consultation with other 
universities
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Statewide Conference
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Looking ahead to the new grant 
year

Expand outreach to traditionally 
underrepresented groups
Extend services to victims of other types of 
crime
Hire a Faculty and Staff Training 
Coordinator

Technical Assistance Workshops 
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For more information

Sarah McMahon, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, School of Social Work
Director, Center on Violence Against Women & Children
Special Advisor on Campus Climate, Office of the Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs
smcmahon@ssw.rutgers.edu
848.932.4393
vawc.rutgers.edu

mailto:smcmahon@ssw.rutgers.edu
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PSA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4O9qV00cyqQ


