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Rutgers University Senate  
Budget and Finance Committee (BFC)  

Report and Recommendations on  
S-2001: Re-Evaluation of Student Fee Consolidation  

December 2020 
 

1.	The	Charge	

S-2001 – Re-Evaluation of Student Fee Consolidation: 

Re-evaluate the consolidation of student fees which occurred before/around the time of TUE and 
done in accordance with recommendations of the University Senate and its Budget & Finance 
Committee and the corresponding administrative task force; provide recommendations if needed. 
Respond to the Senate Executive Committee by December 2020. 

 
DEFINITION:  Student fee: the amounts charged (under different names) by the university (in 
the term bill) in addition to the tuition payments. 

2.	Scope	of	the	Charge	

The scope of this charge is very broad as it relates to all students and almost to all RCM units of 
the University.  The rates of tuition and fees are annually approved by the Board of Governors of 
the university. Under the current system, a term bill of a typical student includes a $ amount for 
tuition payment and a list of $ amounts for the student fees payment. The objective of this charge 
and report is to evaluate the question of consolidating the student fees. It is important to note that 
the tuition rates for full time students is not the same for all undergraduate students. The tuition 
rate vary by campus and by School. Similarly, the rates of the student fees vary by campus, 
school and course. 
  
The information provided on the University’s website1 about the tuition rates and student fees is 
very detailed and very clear. On the other hand, the specific information about the use of the 
collected funds from any specific student fees are not as easily available.  
	
The	Student	Fees		
	
Mandatory	Fees;		
M.1. Campus Fee 
This fee is set by each Chancellor and vary across campuses. Its objective: to support student enhancement 
programs, services, and facilities, such as: health services, recreation centers, student centers.  
M.2. School Fees 

                                                   
1 For example see: https://www.studentabc.rutgers.edu/tuition-fees/tuition-and-fees-0 The attached 
tables in Appendix 1 originate from this source.  
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Included in this category are charges such as the School of Business fee, the law library fee at the law schools 
in Camden and Newark. Objective: Its objective: to fund supplemental costs unique and particular to the 
school.  
M.3. Computer Fee 
Objective: To supports student technology services including internet access, networking, wireless services, 
email services, myRutgers, instructional technology services and student computer labs.  
M.4. Course Fee (mandatory for specific courses)  
The course fee covers the cost of supplies, equipment, and materials utilized in classes for instructional 
purposes.  
M.5.  Orientation Fee for New Students 
All new students on the New Brunswick campus see a student orientation fee.  
M.6. International Student Fee (mandatory for specific group of students) 
This fee is charged to F-1/J-1 registered students' term bills every semester. Teaching Assistant, Graduate 
Assistant, or Fellow may have this fee waived. Part of these fees are to cover university cost of handling the 
applications and part are payment to immigration authorities.  
 
Optional Fees;  
O.1. Health Insurance Plan 
New Jersey state law requires comprehensive health insurance coverage for all students. Full-time 
students who do not have health insurance must pay for an insurance plan offered through an outside provider. 
Students who have an existing insurance plan are allowed to waive this fee.  
O.2. New Jersey Public Interest Research Group (NJPIRG) 
The NJPIRG is a nonprofit organization founded in 1972 and works in the areas of environmental 
preservation, consumer protection, and open government. It is funded by a voluntary fee (adopted by student 
referendum).  
O.3. The Daily Targum 
A student-run, incorporated newspaper, the Daily Targum is funded by student fee only. It is charged New 
Brunswick students. Students may request a refund of the fee. 
 
	

3. Recommendations 
1. Mandatory fees M.1-M.5 above should be consolidated into tuition.  Student fees that are 
aimed directly at improving the educational process and the student experience while on 
campus and when these services are provided by the university,  should be considered as an 
integral part of learning and as a part of the tuition.  

2. M.6 International Student Fee should remain as a separate fee as it is aimed at providing 
special services to a limited group of students and this fee includes “pass through” amounts 
paid by the student to Immigration Authority.   

3. Student fees for which the university is collecting the funds and transferring them to a third 
party can stay as separate fees. That is, all optional fee that are “pass through” should stay on 
term bill with a clear indication that this is a service provided by the university to the benefit of 
a third party. As this service to a third party, the university should limit the benefit to a small 
number of justifiable cases.   
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4.	Discussion	
	
1. Under the RCM budgeting system, the RCM unit is the decision maker regarding the quality 
and quantity of all its spending on direct teaching services of all types. Different RCM units 
might have different needs for computer services, different need for laboratories or different 
needs for specialized libraries. The above mentioned and other school and campus expenditures 
should be decided at the school or campus level not dictated centrally. 
	
2.	There	is	a	financial	disconnect	between	amounts	collected	by	student	fees	and	the	
amounts	spent	on	achieving	their	objectives.	As	much	as	we	know,	the	funds	collected	by	
the	university	are	not	saved	in	a	special	fund/account	that	is	earmarked	for	purpose	listed.	
In	cases	of	mandatory	fees	(M.1-M.5)	listed	above,	RU	is	the	provider	of	the	services	
associated	with	the	specific	fee.	In	general,	the	amounts	collected	are	less	than	the	amount	
spent	by	the	university.	That	is,	the	fee	charged	does	not	cover	the	full	costs	of	the	services	
provided.	Additionally,	the	rate	of	the	student	fee	is	not	sensitive	to	size	of	the	deficits	it	
generates.			
 
3. Transparency; Once a specific student fee is on the term bill, it might be interpreted as a 
specific objective for which funds are being collected. Because of the financial disconnect, the 
practice is that the university is providing what seems to be the correct amount without direct 
concerns to the amount collected.  
 
4. The title of the fee (or what is in the name?): In the year 2020 it goes without saying that RU 
should provide advanced computer and cyber technology. Having such a special computer fee 
is not an indication of advanced learning. When using it literally many are objecting to “campus 
fee” when campuses are closed and students are not allowed to come to campus.      
	
5.	Resolution	
Be	it	resolved	that	the	Rutgers	University	Senate	recommends:	

1. All of the Mandatory fees (M1-M5) be consolidated into the tuition payment in such a 
way that the total mandatory payment on the term bill will stay the same (as before the 
consolidation). Tuition rates information for courses registered should be available to 
students prior to their registration.  

2. M.6, International Student Fee should remain as a separate fee. 
3.  Optional student fees, this free collecting service where the university is a “pass 

through” should be retained but should be limited to cases/issues that are the core of 
the university objectives.    
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Appendix A 
1. Table RU BOG approved Student Fees for Academic Year 2019/2020. 
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2. RU Student fees Collection and Allocation for academic year 2019/2020. 
3. Review of Student Fees in the BIG10. 

 


