Resolution for the Rutgers Senate to join a New Jersey-Mutual Academic Defense
Compact

WHEREAS, the values of shared governance, academic freedom in teaching, research, and
learning, freedom of expression for all community members, integrity of scholarly inquiry,
and the ability to enroll and serve a diverse student body are essential to the public good;

WHEREAS, New Jersey’s colleges and universities share a common responsibility to defend
these principles, such that the preservation of one institution’s integrity is the concern of
all, and an infringement against one college or university in New Jersey must be considered
an infringement against all;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Rutgers Senate hereby affirms its commitment to these core
principles, and with other New Jersey college and university senates (and comparable
shared governance bodies) joins the New Jersey Mutual Academic Defense Compact (NJ-
MADC);

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Rutgers Senate’s elected representation to the NJ-MADC
will participate in its deliberations to explore voluntary, collective responses to
infringements of the core principles named above, and collaborative initiatives that
leverage the strengths of a cross-institutional voice to advance shared goals across New
Jersey’s higher education community.



