Executive Committee Newark Student Representative Candidate Statements

Senator Daniel Cortez

My name is Daniel Cortez, and | am a third-year undergraduate at Rutgers—Newark
currently serving as a School of Arts and Sciences University Senator. Throughout my time
at Rutgers, | have committed myself to representing the full spectrum of student life and
ensuring that every voice is heard whether it be academic, cultural, or athletic.

As the former President of the Pre-Law Society and Vice President of the History Club, |
helped build bridges between undergraduate students, Rutgers Law students, and alumni.
These collaborations strengthened pre-professional development and demonstrated my
ability to connect diverse communities for the benefit of my constituency.

As a member of the Cross Country and Track & Field team, | bring the perspective of
student-athletes, an often underrepresented group in governance spaces. Additionally, my
work as a Peer-to-Peer Facilitator with the Intercultural Resource Center further deepened
my understanding of student experiences, as | led cross-cultural workshops with leaders
from across campus.

Within Newark SGA, | serve as Chair of Audit Bylaws & Constitution and the Finance
Committee, where | have worked to strengthen accountability and improve fiscal
transparency. In the Rutgers University Senate, | am leading the Budget and Finance
Committee’s charge to review the University’s investments, ensuring that student interests
remain central in financial decision-making.

I am running to continue advocating for equity, transparency, and strong student
representation at the highest levels of university governance.

Senator Spencer Asch

Dear Senators,

My name is Spencer Asch, and | am seeking the opportunity to represent Newark students
on the Senate Executive Committee. | am a second-year student at Rutgers Law School
and serve on the Executive Board of the Student Bar Association. Within the University
Senate, | contribute to the Academic Standards, Regulations, and Admissions Committee
and the Ad Hoc Committee on Cross-Campus Equity in Student, Faculty, and Staff
Experiences, Support, and Recognition. Earlier this semester, my peers elected me Vice
Chair of the Student Caucus.



As a professional student with an academic focus on legal and policy challenges, | strive to
bring a steady and experienced voice to shared governance. Before coming to Rutgers, |
served as a University Senator at New York University on the Financial Affairs Committee
during the COVID-19 pandemic and the killing of George Floyd, where | advocated for
students facing unprecedented hardship, including those stranded abroad.

These remain challenging times for students across the nation. Yet in Newark, | see hope. |
see a prosperous, “Brick City” community committed to academic excellence, determined
to exceed expectations, and eager to build a stronger future. | believe our students are
preparing to become the changemakers of tomorrow, and | want to ensure Newark can be
as much of a home to them as | have found it. | hope to bring that vision to life through
dedicated service on the Executive Committee. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Spencer Asch



